








Kenya

s John Warburton-Lee travelled
with Kenya Atrways (www.
kenya-airways.com), Safarilink
(www. flysafarilink.com) and
Bush and Beyond (www.bush-
and-beyond.com).

images (clockwise from top): Lessons
in Maasai life were right on target; lions
are loving the Olare Orok Conservancy
(their numbers are rising); surreal
savannah at sunset; like kids on safari,
some animals need a midday rest

after the livestock,” says Salaash. “It teaches them
responsibility and the value of the animals they look
after. Experience has taught us that ifalion orleopard
comes along, it will go for a sheep or goat rather than
the child, no matter how young they are””

In amongst spear-throwing classes, body-painting
and stories from Maasai oral history, the children walked
with giraffe, counted the rings on the shell of aleopard
tortoise and looked at enough predators to produce their
own version of Big Cat Diary - at one point there seemed to
be alion or cheetah under every bush. And when the kids’
energy levels flagged, Salaash would park under the shade
of the lonely balanites trees that dot the Mara like wonky
lamp-posts and magically spirit yet another amazing bush
breakfast, picnic lunch or sundowner from the depths of
the Land Cruiser.

As a family safari, our trip was perfect. While Salaash’s
prodigious knowledge of the African bush was fascinating
forus all, it was his special insightas a Maasai that setit
apart. When it finally came time to say goodbye, the boys
leapt into his huge bear-like embrace, Jamie clinging to
him like alittle monkey.

“Goodbye, my little warriors. Come back and see me
again and we can put into action all that we have learnt”

“Topi, Topi!” was the reply from three smiling faces. e
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