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The African Safari, Reinvented
3eyond the game drive, new ways [0 exXper jence thisclassic tnp. | sy COLLEEN CLARK
HE MODERN SAFARI mode] gencrally goes some- I 1 As pourists crowd popular packs such as

thing like this: Fly in, bump around in a jeep, photos Kenya's Masai Mara and Tanzanis's Ngorongoro Lrater,
graph the Bag Five, have a sundowner, fly home, But innovative safari companics arc forging new frontiers, and while

there's more 1o a good safari than an album full of they're at i1, protecting wikilife populatons in previously ar-risk
elephant pictures. The follewing camps are redefining the areas, O the forefront is southern Tanzania's Lukuls Selows, 4
EApETience, opening up previcusly unseen lapdscapes, impoo- ponhunting camp set on a reserve zoned for big-game hunnng
ing conservation eforis, providing more mieaningful cultural {ves, shooting big game remans a legal—nand hecrative-— praclice
interactions, und generally making things more ineresting. i Tanzania). Tise camp pays the Tenzanian governmenl the hefty
Mountain biking with wildebesst, anyone? fies that it would otherwise receive from allowing the land to
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Bolswana's Flanit —

Baobal ke Alang the = %
Zaenbadi, b cares el view ; :.,___:_ﬁ; 5
of leplunds {right] ARt D

fremted by an enormous gray antester and
comiplete with a bar bt by a beer-baottle
chandelier—olfers vizits 1o nearky villages
that are less ahout gawking and more
aboait hanging aar. Local guides immodace
guests o students af Gwela'’s primary
school, elders at the cowrr, and a wadi-
vioneal hiealer. And the local sarghum beer,
a hearty brew o thick it pus Guinmness to
shame, aloeays helps 10 break the ioé.
These mierested in jamping in cven
decper can join the eight-naght hu/ hosns
Hushmen initation hant, a collaboration
bepween Uncharmed Africa and commuins-
¥ leaders nimed af mpﬂ.‘LﬁLﬂ!.' HEEraLing
a smiall nummber of tourists inte the nbals
and traditions surrounding cland unang,
“This is not a culpural hit-and-run but a
very perscnal interaction,” notes Ralph
Bousfield, who co-founded the company.
“eests start (o explore the similarites

be bumied. As o result, the camp's cight
gucsls have exclusive run of more than
200,000 acres of fecdplains, riverine for-
51, and snvanna, and the local wildlife
population has rebounded. The progect
retains aspects of the hunting r:!q.'-n'i-
ence—guests jump out of a jeep to treck
animals on foot, wade inlo rivers, and
scale ridges to observe erds of buffalo—
liir thee only shooting being done 1t of the
photographic vanely.

(rher groups have partmersd with
former caiile ranches and farms e form
land reserves for safari use. Starting in the
early 1990s, bodges such as O Donyo Wuas
in Fenya experimented with the practice,
“-F"'i"'ﬂ agreements with Waata comm-
nities 1o kease former carde lands for con-
servation, The resulting collective helped

wildebeest migration roubes while com-
perating roral Massai families for land
and for Bvesteck kost 1o animal aftacks. A
similar project m Namibia a1 Weolwedans
combined nine sheep farms into a wildhfe
sanctuary in the Mamib deserr. Mumer-
aus other reserves=—South Africa’s Phinda,
Fimbabwe’s Matetsi—hane had simular
success, ensuring that large tracts of land
and pesident animals are protected.

PECPLE CONNECTION For too long, the ondy
internction many travelers had with bocals
came in the form of pakward phato ops
with “tribesmen” cosmumed in ceremonial
garb or afternoons spent doling ot tovs
to schonlchildren. But safari aperaters
such a4 Botswana's Uncharted Africa arc
making local mieractions more mEXmng-

and not the differences berween culiures.™

HANDS-08 COMSERVATION Many travelers,
struck by the plight of Adrica’s endangered
wildlife, want 1o do meore than gree a cash
cantributien. MNow they can. At places
sweh as Kenya's Campl ya Kanzd, gucsts can
g along with rackers for a day or sign
an o belp for an entire week, recording
GPS locatsons of hon sighnmgs, ohsery-
ing group movemsns, and interpreling
the daa. “You get hrsthand knowledge

of how 1o propect wildife,” says founder
Luca Belpietro. The Simba Praject, a pro-
gram that compensmes the Madsal Tor amy
livestock killed by bons, his helped 1o -
crease the local Bon population threefold
in the past three years. South Adrica’s Sabl
Sabl gets kids in on the action with its Ju-
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curh destructive grazing and reopened ful. Its quirky desert camp Plamet Bacbab—  nior Rangers progrum, teaching the Enle

tainable develcpmant fotusang
on high-end, lew-impact toursm
fior Ehe moee than 1.500 miles of
pristing Indian Ocean coiitiineg
ard national parks. Pwmnda: This
aquaiorial country bridges the
dense lorests of the Congo anc
th Rift Valley of East Alrica mak
i for a unique topogranhy' thad
pilEnys st to primarbe tracking
and big-garme vieaing. —C.C

BEYOND EAST AND SOUTH

Theze i safar destinations ane frufy off the beaten frack.

rEwrm 130 5wl
L

Igrmies and obher eoslic Tausna.
Adrica's answer (o the Galdpagos
rraaiopss an kel complesmsnt bo
a mainiand salarn. Mogaembiogee:
The gowernmaent and kedge awn
aars alifon Funes laarmsd Trom tha
s teps of other African coun-
{ries and créated & model for sus

abon: Ten percent of the

couniry i sat asiche s
national park land, inciuding
seachos fnequenbed by sunbath-
ing boevianad gorillas and savannas
prisided overd iy alaphants and
hippos. Mudagasear Yo won't
s e B Finne, bult you will see
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ones ow 10 respect Bhe bush, read maps
of the arca, and track animals, Growmups,
meanwhile, can nssist renowned conser-
vatenisr Wim Yorser in mracking brown
hwenas as part of the lodge’s four-day
predator workshop. In Gabon, guests
shnre the Leargs Lags with researchers,
stkdying everything from whales o the
western lowland gorillas thag visat the
nearly beaches. Reudent specialsrs ivviee
fMests inco the feld o learn about the re-
habalitation of gorilks and chimps.

THIMKING OUTSIDE THE JEEP Same com-
pandes have devised creative (and sus-
Tminable) ways U0 mansport guests for
e viewing. The Zambani Quesa, the
oontinent’s first huxury safan cruse, ploes
the croe-filled waters of the Chobe River
between Botssana amnd BWNomabia. This
floaning Boutique hote wuses solar warer
heating. kow=emission power Syslems,
and jet propulsion 1o avoid damage 1w the
mverbeds, Floor-to-celing windows allow
guicsts vo observe bathing elephans from
the comifort of their cabins. If cruising

Cabsry il B viera o e Jamber Cuoen

1501 yodir styvbe, paddie even closer to the
ACtion on Wilderness Sataris’ canoe trip
down the Zamberi m Zimbabwe. Travel-
ers take o the river during the day, mak-
ing imprompdu stops bo track ebeprhant
sl sable on foor, smd camg in ents on
the riverbanks. Those whao prefer dry land
can traverse the savanna via horseback or
moumitnmn bike through programs at both
Tanzania's Singita Grumeti and Ferna's 0]
Dionyo Wies, Accompanded by an armed
guide, pedal bikes alongside herds of wil-
deheest and antelope or gallop between
valering hobes on thoroughbeed horses
s supplements to traditional saforis.
Saddle up ar O Danyo Wias for longer
horseback safaris with cusfitter Ride Kemys,
canlering actoss dry lake beds and up
through the Chvala Hills during the day
and bedding dewn in vintage colonial-
style tenis set up by porters szch night, B




